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The majority of board games offer a wealth of skills. 

Here are just a few off them. 
 

Snakes and Ladders 
1. Counting –Playing games is a fun and motivating way to 

practice counting. 

2. One-to-one correspondence –Being able to count and 

simultaneously move a playing piece from square to square 

demonstrates one-to-one correspondence.  

3. Numeral Recognition – Learning to recognise numbers 

4. Sequential Numbers—Knowing the order of written numbers, 

such as 15-16-17 is a must in this game.  

5. Maths Language – There are many maths words/ concepts that 

children need to understand. This game enables children to use 

and understand these terms: forward, backward, before, after, 

next, which way. 

Guess Who 
6. Turn Taking –Playing games is a great way to teach children to 

take turns and patience.  

7. Language Skills – Learning to ask questions and interpret 

answers. This game is fantastic for developing descriptive 

language.  

Chess 
Critical Thinking Skills – Chess is an excellent tool to reinforce 

critical thinking as chess favours the “if-then” thinker. During a 
game a player must formulate a plan of attack or defence. To 

effectively do this the player must evaluate the results of a 

specific action and sequence. They learn to be guided by logic 

rather than impulse and must analyse concretely. Children 

learn to identify alternative actions and weigh the 

consequences. Players are taught to develop long-range goals 

and the need to re-evaluate plans. 

 

Cluedo 
8. Deductive Reasoning –The type of logic used in the game of 

Cluedo, is applied to many tasks we complete every day 

without even realising the process we completed.  Encouraging 

your children to be strong deductive thinkers will help them 

through the many challenges of life. 

9.  

 

This Week’s Focus – Board Games 

for Learning 

Opportunities for Early Learning. 

 

Even simple games help young players identify 

colours, count spaces, and develop hand-eye 

coordination and dexterity in moving cards and 

pieces around the board. Plus, learning to wait 

your turn and follow the rules are important 

lessons that serve kids far beyond the living 

room floor.  

 

The idea of board games being used 

as educational games is actually not a 

new one. 

By playing board games from an early 

age children have opportunities to 

develop social skills, language and 

communication skills, math skills and 

thinking skills in a fun way. 
 

Board Games Get Older Brains Buzzing Too. 

 

Board games are an easy way to encourage 

healthy brain development in older kids and 

teens. Strategy games are useful in helping the 

frontal lobes of the brain develop. Those 

frontal lobes are responsible for executive 

function skills, which include planning, 

organizing, and making good decisions. 


